
♦ 

/ 
< f K'*J .c kU4 

THE DURANT NEWS 
_ _____ 

V Xf'i 

H.;rri YKAK NUMBER 13 DURANT. MISSISSliTI. THUiLsdXyWIECEMBER 6, 1951 
‘ 

*2 aO Per YtfJ 
"- =- 1 — — jlj *j— i —=a. —i- ...I ■■ ■■■■)i ■■■■-■■ ■ 

By Hasel Brannon Smith 

Everyone in Durant is given 
a cordial invitation by the lo- 
cal theatres to be on hand in 
Railroad Park on Front Street 
tomorrow afternoon to greet 
the visiting Holloywood cele- 
brities. The time is 3:45. 

Whether you are a movie 
fan or not you might get a 

bang out of seeing these peo- 
ple scheduled to appear in our 

home town—and find they are 

human beings pretty much as 

you and me. 

They will be our guests and 
I'm sure we won’t let the tra- 
dition of Southern hospitality 
suffer in Durant. 

Brother Day is giving on op- 
en invitation to everyone in 
the community to visit the 

Baptist Church on Wednesday, 
December 19, at 7:00 p. m. to 
see the film on the Pilgrimage 
which features the life and 
teachings of Jesus. 

The principal character in 
this wonderful story is Nelson 
Leigh, a native Mississippian, 
who left this country as a child 
and lived many years in Eng- 
land. 

The Lexington football coach, 
Woodson Earl, who is a very 
fine young man and a wonder- 
ful leader of young people, paid 
a mighty fine tribute to the 

members of the Tiger football 
squad of Durant this week in 

an address before the members 

of the Lexington Rotary Club. 
Coach Earl, all of the foot- 

ball boys, managers and cheer- 

leaders were guests of the Lex- 

ington club at their weekly 
luncheon. In discussing the 
season just past Coach Earl 
said: While we always hate 
to lose we must give credit 
where credit is due—and on 

that night (the night we play- 
ed Durant) certainly Durant 
had a better ball club. They 
outplayed us.” 

Ebenezer will be the scene 

of a unique event in the run- 

ning of the eighth annual field 

trial Monday. 
Visitors from five states will 

be in our midst to participate 
in the trial. 

If you are interested in dogs 
and hunting you should make 

a point to take Monday off and 

go to Ebenezer where visitors 

will be welcome. 
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Principals In Holmes Murder Case 

Above are shown the principal 
characters in developments dur- 
ing the past week in the death 
of the late W W Wvnn, Holmes 
County legislator-elect, whose 
body was found under his over- 

I turned jeep on Sunday, Oct. 14, 
in a 30-foot ravine about one and 

I one-half miles from his home in 
Cruge;. 

Left above is Holmes County 

A: v A* .. w. a- — 

Sheriff „Ellis E. Wynn, nephew 
of the dead man, whose investi- 
gation led to the arrest of Travis 
Butler, top right, on November 
6th, and to the arrest two days 
later of the latter’s half-brother, 
Tommie Butler, shown imme- 
diately below Travis. 

In an oral confession made 
Friday night to Sheriff Wynn, 
Travis Butler confessed to the 

\ 

murder of Mr. W. W. Wynn at a 

spot near’ the latter's home, 
shown left above, and implicated 
his half-brother, Tommie. 

Below is the ravine near Mr. 
W. W. Wynn’s home where his 
body was found by a searching 
party headed by his nephew. It 
was first believed the death of 
the 73-vear old Holmes man was 

accidental. 

J. S. Cook Draws 
Fine For Setting 
Fires To Park 

J. Durant was fined 
$100 ai^^Hhc in Justice of the 
Peace E.^^^^iess' court in Du- 
rant Sun<fl|H|ternoon for “ma- 
liciously sefting^fi^s to woods.” 

Highway Pati^fci Skelton 
and Blanton were ou§ on patrol 
on Highwav 51 Sunday when 
they saw Cook setting the fire 
on Holmes County State Park 
property near the park entrance 
on the hignway. 

The two officers turned around, 
i according to reports, and came 

back to catch Cook setting the 
fires. 

The maximum fine for mali- 
ciously setting fires, according to 
officials, is $500 and three months 

I 
in jail. For a second offense the 
maximum penalty is always 
asked. 

For setting fire or trying tc 
destroy state property, officers 
said, offenders may get up tc 
five years confinement. 

Piano Recital At U.t U. U 
Sunday School ... 

The piano pupils of the Duran 
school, grades 4 through 7, wil 
play Sunday afternoon at 3. Th< 
public is invited. 

Barbara Gibson Leadir^ 
Christmas Parade In 

~~ 

Lexington Wednesday 
Durant's Barbara Gibson. For- 

| estrv Queen of Mississippi, led 
t^e firs* annual Christmas parade 

j sponsored by the Lexington Lion 
.]„£3ub in Lexington Wednesday 

j afterpoon. 

T b*Pthe Lexington Advertiser and 
4 iBbb'en bv its editor 

Vhe people of Lexington gave 
a very’ gracious welcome to the 
Durant girl who has captured 
s*n*e honors for her beauty and 
charm. 

Death Of W. W. Wynn Was Murder Not Accident, 
! 1 

According To Confession Made By Travis Butler 
26-Year Old Man 
Implicates Brother 
In Crime Friday 
By Hazel Brannon Smith 

The October Death of Mr. Will 
W Wynn. 73, of Crugcr, legisla- 
tor-elect of Holmes County, 
was not an accident as first be- 
1 ved, but cold-blooded, defiber- 
ate murder, according to an oral 
conf- ;sion made by Travis Butler 
Friday night in the Holmes coun- ! 
ty jail to Sheriff Ellis F,. Wynr. i 
and confirmed by Travis in an i 

’"‘erview Sunday afternoon with ] 
this reporter. 

Travis Butler’s confession im- 
plicated his half-brother, Tom- 
mie, 41, previously arrested for 
questioning about the crime and 
•'.ter released on bond. He was 

arrested again Saturday and now 

both men are charged with mur- 

der and held without bond await- 
ing the action of the Grand Jury 
in April. 

According to his confession, 
Travis Butler, 26. was forced to 
accompany his brother. Tommy, 
to Mr. Wynn’s home near Cru- 
ger where the murder was com- 
mitted. 

AccorCTing to his confession a 

piece of fence post was used for 
the fatal blow. 

No motive was given for the 
VI 1IV. 

Found October 14 
The body of the late Mr. Wynn, 

uncle of the Holmes Sheriff, was 
found Sunday, October 14, be- 
neath his overturned jeep, fol- 
lowing a search of two days, in 
a deep ravine about 1^ miles 
from his home. He had been 
missing from home several days. 
It was presumed at the time his 
jeep had gone off the bridge in 
an accident. 

A planter and surveyor by pro- 
fession, his absence from home 
had gone unnoticed for some time 
as it was customary for him to 
bo away from home Several days 
at a time. 

At the time of the#jsipposfcd 
accident Sheriff Wynn maodinbt® 
of some strange involved 
in the case and, <jmietyy, started 
an investigation wliiyfr ^yeptual- 
lv resulted in the arrest of Tra- 
vis Butler on November 6, and 
two days later the arrest of his 
mother, Tommie as, an accessory. 
Tommie was field unj,d November 
£4 when he was released op bpnd. 

Following Trayis’, confession 
Friday nis'^Torpniie yyas .picked 
up Saturday by &i/£Cmyood; pp- 
lice on a.—warrant issued by 
Holmes county.nauchtirities charg- 
ing himiwBh Uiufdeiv- no 

TommtiefBidler--denies having 
any conm*»Hfcn with the crime. 
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di The W<nrun’.»i Club^of TOutfeht 
$ sponsoring > thb ChMStfruis 
lighting 6ontest> agstn‘-<h>#'y«»r 
$ince these’Were sd trtahy1 gfrtHU-' 
Mastic entrants'‘ fast ^edr, this 
year should be5 even bigg**! elub^ 
officials stated.' k t* -vi f" "i 

Prizes hvill' ba»' g<ivert' for tftcv 
best indocfc'-faSee, visible from the i 
street, outdoor tree, doorway 
window, cbijl&^^hSl^'yls^f&ljonrL tne street} ‘3rta ^efiefal ,'def'org-l 
tion. The 'e'htfant6' fee' for fesi'- j dences wi!lJ^if} 50c and commer-1 
cial Sl.OO.j .Tljpre will bps a;]de* j duction of on the Dpcpnaiteji 
light bill for all entrants. Lights t 

"must be kept bur^ftif^sfefi mgrfH 
#>m 6 until' f•r:p•Il^n.(‘,DdchAitfet < 

througW 2T-J »*> « -u of I 

Any infdi'ttidiibH rb^aHttn§i'th'i9't 
contest n;bvrwbd:1bbMinbd fVorrt1 

#s. Ken r{et Ft ̂  MPRhb*'V+f31f rtffrn' < 

the McRae Drug Stei^. ’* * j 
-_if—f .i fl nv n-iw | 

Methodist YQung Feoplf 
Hold Distri^ M^^;' " 

i— The Sub District -meeting of 
the Methoflist ’TouthJ Fellowship', 
was held at^h|l^|^hd^st%ftSft 
in Lexington, Monday, night at 
7:30. Among thosfe Tmesertt werr 
several pastors and ;MYF wonn-tl 
selors. the district ppcfptary, i tbp 
Rev. James, J. McCafferty, Jr„" 
of Vaiden, Mrs. Maxwell of Piek< 
ens and young people from Du- 
rant. Goodman, Pickens and 
Tchula v«p.tv, j .( t\\n 

An inspirational prograpi was, 
given by the Durant'MYFr i4- 

jCIpation bv the Goodman group;1 
and refreshment* by tbe-Lerxing- 
ton hosts. Mrs. Maxwell played 
and sang several solos which 
we-e enwed bv everyone. 

There were 77 present. 

Mrs. Fanny M. Wilson 
Rites Held Monday 

Mrs. Heggie's Mother 
Fosses After Long 
Illness Sunday 
Services were held Monday 

for Mrs. Fanny May Wilson, in 
the home of her daughter, Mrs 
V S. Heggie at Durant. Mrs. 
Wilson died Sunday afternoon, 
December 2 from a heart attack 
in the District II Hospital. She 
had been ill for several months, 

The Rev. T. A. Filgtf,- Metho- 
dist pastor and the Rev: G. M. 
Day, Baptist pastbr, officiated 
Burial was in Mizpah cemetery 
with Southern ,;n ph^jjge of ar- 

rangements. A 

Born in January, 1886, Mrs, 
Wilson was 65. She was a mem- 
ber of the Mt-1h9and 
had a wide Circle ol frfends ir 
Durant where she frieqtferitly vis- 
ited. v x 

She is survived by one-daugh- 
ter, Mrs. W. S. Heggie, Durant 
four sisters, Mrs. E. L. Zeigler 
Pickens, Mrs. Walter Rainer, Bel 
zoni, Mrs. H. S. Moorehead 
Greenwood, and Mrs. Noah Hill 
of St. Louis, Missouri. Four bro- 
thers, Mr. W. C. Smith, Benton 
R. L. Smith, Benton, Dr. P. M 
Smith, Tchula, Grady Smith, ol 
Greenwood. Miss Ann Heggie 
a granddangheter, also survives 

Pallbearers were Edgar How 
ell, W. S. Odom, Louis Longi- 
notti, W. P. Taylor, Harry O’Cain 
Foster McCullar, Ed Guess, Wal- 
ter Durham, Calvin King, Mar- 
cus Love, Dr. J. W. Howell, Dr 
C. E. Patton, Henry McKenzie, 
Raymond Lovin, all of Durant, 
and Bill Tucker gf Yazoo City. 

Durant Loses Opener 
In Basketball 

'! ■> .* V 

Girls And Boys 
Play Lexington 
Tuesday Evening 
Durant’s basketball teams, boy* >, 

and girls, journeyed to Lexing- 
ton Tuesday night in the season's 

1 
opener, only ito be downed by* 

? hard-hitting team 33.-28 for tfcfe. 
girls—whUe the boys lost, 39-34 

'* Lexington girls, (took an early /i 
lead which they were able «c 
maintain until the final minute* *,• 

6f the ggme. • High scorer# jot.* s. 

Lexingtcto-uferef Betty Rabb mifi «>. 
7 field (goals 'and.13 Tree shot* ■, 

for a total of 17 points and Efett> 
Adams with 10 points. 

Shirley Mitchell was outMiMilf'./' 
ing for Durant with 19 points. 

Boys' Game Close 
v" 

The boys game was a hard 
fought one and close all the way 
Lexington took a quit it 
Durant closed the ^ap n*. 

1 lore the half. The hail-time sec t* 

| was Lexington 17-Durant 13. T -t 

I score was tied several times dui 

ing the last quarter, but somv 

good shots put the Hornets five 

points ahead. The final' score 

was 39-34 in favor of Lexington. 
W. L. Lipsey was high point man 

for the Hornets withlG point*. 
He was. followed by Shephenf 
with 9. High scorer for the loser* 
was Bunch with 10 points. 

Next Game 
The next game with 

will he played on the 
e court on December 11 
^-— 

nw * 1 
n vXbb.4t*w..an* .w'hi » w 

J. ..... » % > .• I. 

v The Rev. and Mrs. Rushing will 
conduct a revival 
©fttha Nazarene ftr^'Duranf 'be- 
ginning Monday, 'TO. lO/'dhd 
xantinuing through Dec 19th. 

Services will be, ^}d, e&;h ,ey 
erang at 7:00 and^i^puj^c ,js 
Riven a cordial tg 
worship. 

► ‘The Rev. J. O. &Pa?&'ri/Mra- 
-Bat. afluM H 

Mr. Rushing is a preapper of tiue 
fit <3 fksti'ftinea gospel'hn3 that ev- 

’att6Vitrlrtk rhc.to' ’Service* 
will receivesrS'!T)le5feirijf.ll-*J,Mr» 

i fti*shtnfl.wiii assist.hint' iw the ra» 

m an4K\Hitte',Sftf}«i*V.J»oegs,rPa<t!* 
,?WRi «ftfsHt'ia«s , au# 

r> s ■ yin n mo- mm /.irtt 
■f a> < i s ,t at rty. > >ai.r * A 

,B ... />?. Pi r:ni I HViavr^r^ t tiMfcjwap 

housing 
Sfars In Dur^ffWji*iWtemwra;Al:M.. 

» _ __ —■ 

• everyone Invitca ,n^t 

To 30-Minute J'irt K. « an 4 

/fejgiwi ’^y^rything is irf 'Mldth£s$ ’i#: 
, £Mtt> rousing welcome to the ! 
II' )ljy|\vood celebrities who will I 

,y.isit I^urant tomo: 
nt 3;45 p. m., according to G. H. 1 
Odom, of Odom *h‘rMl** 
tre. A 30-minute program will I 
be given in Front Street park and 
everyone is given a cordial invi- 

“Tanwr. 

tVlffcJ |Odom’s theatre and the! 
stf^nh Theatre of Durant are co-1 
sponsors of the aopearance of 
movie stars David Brian and 
Ere^ton Foster who are part of | 

a, gfoup of actors, producers,, dj-J 
rectors and writers Jtlla 
country in as a part of the 50th ■ 

anniversary celebration ( of ̂  the j 
mqvie' industry. 

* " 

k’.| 
Mrs, Foster will accompany 

,1 t\ J_ 

ran IM1SLWJM7I in "OIH 

ere u .ecfaedoledi ion appeal ito 

ftuBtfroa and: 
ft**I&Rf £rf* the 

■t^h3 >"' n™ ®w 

Program Give'fel'lW*'* 
The tentative program has been 

pjanned as follows: 
Music, Holmes Junior College 

Band. 
: Mayor R. E. Me- 
t. 

station of ,MM 
issippi’s Forestry 

rs. Halet Warilterf" * 
editor. 

!lion of key to the city 
to visitors, by Miss Gibson. 

Introduction of Master of Cer- 

ho!- 
lywood personalities by Master 

<‘A 
/ 

Greanville VlSllBK 

Mrs. Clay Gunn and daughter, 
Mrs Frank Burrell and son, Sam- 
mie, were Greenville visitors on 

Wednesday. 

visits in iLMcmm- 
Mrs. W. A. Henley and Mrs, 

Walter Odom, Miss Ruth Howard 
were Kosciusko visitors Tuesday 
ai'.ernoon. 


